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) aourc Kicrr hooks.
TlfilEac'a Novell.

' Can there be a more conclusive proof of liter--

try vitality than the reproduction of an author's
jfe works lonsafter his death by translations Into
M' I foreign languages? It has been said that the

verdict of pottorlty concerning a writer's merit
f--' Is foreshadowed In that of his foreign content.
H, ' porarlcs. In the tost whloh we begin br aug.
jo Besting both oondltlons are prosont. to wit: re- -

' I motenessoftlmoanddlfferenoeofthellngulstlo
i medium through whloh the mind Is addressod.

K, Hhnkosnoare Is able to meet this test, but what
ft , English novelist can do It? Walter Bcott was

,
' if i once admlrud almost ss much on the Contl- -

'
J I ncnt as h was In Great Hrltaln, but, at

'j ttio end of the nineteenth century, what
J ';f I Frondi or German publlshor would dream
I of putting forth a new and com- -

r i Viete translation of the W'averlcy novels?
' What Is true with regard to Scott Is even truer

f with regard to Dickens, who, compared with
' the Wizard of the North, had but fow readers

' 5 on the Continent, and of Thnckerav. whose
t reputation has been ptrlctly limited to the

Anglo-Saxo- n world. On tho other hand, Is
i there any I'rcnch wrltor of prose Action, bo- -

longing to a former genoratlon, a new and
eomplete vsrslon of whoso stories would ho at

,'t ' this tlmo doomed a prnmlslngcommcrclnl ven- -

f, ' ture br any F.ngllsh or Amerlonn publisher?
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prehendod not only the Influence of pre-
cept, examplo and surroundings, but also
the reaction therefrom. With equal Insight he
discusses the effect of diverse occupations, from
those of statecraft to those of the humblest or-

der, upon the personal character and upon the
attitude of the Individual toward the commu-nlt- r.

Bo far, then, as Dalzao la a thinker, and
the thinker is no less conspicuous than the
artist in almost everyone of hla productions-- he

la more richly stored with household and
social philosophy than la George Eliot, and
may bo read br Knglishmon and Americana
with no loss profit and with more delight than
can the author of " lllddlemarch." From hla
works. Indeed, as Ilourget has pointed out,
may be cleaned, as from those of Shakespeare,
& largo collection of striking and fruitful
maxims: maxims tho force of which Is doubled
beeauso they are demonstrated, not as abstract
hypotheses, but as concrete realities, viewed
with the Burgloal ere which takes In at a glauoe
the wound and the operation necessary to heal
It. For Knglishmon and Amerloans. In a word,
as well as for his countrymen, to read Dalzao Is
to sen life, to fathom It, to participate In It with
all one's Imaginative powers, and It Is also to
learn the laws which govern Its decay and its
growth. Its losses and Its gains,

II.
When did Dslr.ao first conceive tho Idea of

arranging his books In the comprolienslvo
framework to whloh he gavo the naino of the
Human Comedy? Tho ourposo, which may be
described not merely as ambitious, but as
ecumenical, was announced In 184'J In n
preface to the llrst volume of "Hplondors and
Mlseiles" At that time Ilalrac was 4U years
old, and had only aboutelght years to live; of
his avowed novels. Included in tlm Edition
llitlnllnr, only apart, though the major part,
hid been finished In that preface ho tells us
tint tho flrstldeaof the ('im,dir imnioiecame
to him like a dream, an imposslblo project
which he welcomed and then allowed to escape.
He wn subsequently nttrncted more sorlously
to the plan by detecting, as ho thought, an

between the human and animal king-
doms In the animal kingdom thsro Is unity
nmldondloHs variety It seoinod to ilalrnc that
in this respect human society resembles nature.
Does not society mould a man In accordance
with the environment In which ho lives and
ni. .vi : does It not create as many different
kinds of men as there are different zoological
varieties' This ques'lon Ilil7ae answered by
malninlnliig that the differences between a
soldier, an artisan, an administrator, a lawyer,
an Idler, a scholar, a (.talesman, a merchant,
n sailor, n poet, a pauper and a priest, though
more difficult to understand, nre quite as con-
siderable as those that distinguish the wolf,
the Hun, the ass, the crow, tho shark, the seal
and the sheep There are. In a word, social
species, just as there are zoological species,
bclentlsts have not shrunk from the attempt
to Include, the whole of zoology In the com-
pass of one work: was there not something
of the .am kind to bo accomplished In be-

half of soelut) I'liiiuestlouably, an exhaus-
tive delineation of human types would prove
more dillleult, because between the different
species of the animal kingdom nuturo has set
bounds which do not exist In human society.
When IliilTon, for Instance, described a Hon he
needed but a few additional words with which
to draw the picture of a lioness, whereas in
society a woman Is not always the female of
the male In one household there may exist
two entirely dlsslmilnr beings A shopkeeper s
wife is sometimes vvoilhy of u prince, while a
princes wife may not be the equal of a poor
artist's The social state, In a word, of man Is
subject to possibilities that nio not to bo found
in nature, for It Is nature plus society. The de-

scription nf social species Is. therefore, at least
twice as complex as that of animal species
under the aspect of the two sexes alone.
Lastly, there is no confusion in the life of ani-
mals, and few dt.imis take place among them ;

thev merely pursue and attack one anothor
Men also pursue one another, but the greater
or le-- s degree of Intelligence the) posses ren-
ders the combat far more complicated It Is
eerlalu that a grocer may become a peer, nnd
that a nobleman may sink Into the lowest rank
of society Then, again, the life of animals Is
extiemely simple It needs but few acces-
sories' consequently they have neither arts
nor sciences, whereas man tends to represent
his manners, life and thought In nil that ho
appropriates to his needs Although some ts

-- Lubbock, for example have shown
us how Interesting the habits of even
minute animals are, yet the ways of
every animal seem to be the satuo at
all periods, whereas the houses, habits,
dress and words of n prince, a banker, an
artist, a boiugi-ols- , a priest and a pauper
change signally with each successive civiliza-
tion Tlie work, then, which lialae contem-
plated had a triple purpose, namely, to exhibit
men, women and things: that Is to say. tin man
beings, and the material representations
which they give to their modes of thought. In
short, man and his life To that end not In-

vention but observation was to bo the Instru-
ment lieneh society was to bo Its own histo-
rian, und ll.ilau but the recording secretary
llv taking an Inventory of lrtues and vices,
bv collecting memorable examples of passion,
and bv painting from life, by making n selec-
tion from the chief social events of his time,
ninl by composing tvpes made up of traits
iti awn from several characters, hn thought lie
might succeed in writing that history ot hu-

man manners which is altogether overlooked
In so iiiniiv historical narratives.

This was not, however, by any means the
whole of the task proposed to himself by Bal-

zac Kv conllnlng himself to tho most rigor-
ous reproduction, a writer might bo more or
less faithful, more or less cuccessful, patient
or during as a pilnter of human types: he
might lie tlie naiiator of the dramas of private
life ami the arch. i olnti-- t of sodal furnishings;
ho might catalogue the vailous professions
and keep a record of their good and evil:
but. to deserve the praise that every artist
must lie nmbltlous of receiving, is It
not necessary for him to study the cause
or causes of social effects and to appre-
hend the meanings hidden under the Im-

mense miss of figures, passions nnd events?
In order to explore, however, the causes of
social pheuomrnn, It Is necessary for a writer
tostart wltli some working hvpotliesls, that is
to say. wlili some definite opinions concerning
human affairs. In ordcrto throw light upon tho
Inner meaulng and soul of his human comeny,
Ilalzae thus propounds his fundamental prin-
ciples ll should be remembered that he was
writing in IH4'.' "Man Is neither good nnr
evil, but is born with Instincts and aptitudes.
Society, far fiom corrupting him, as llousseau
thought. Improves him and makes him better,
but develops his evil as well as
Ills good Inclinations, Christianity is a nearly
pel feet svstctn for tlie repression of the
depraved tendencies of man, and constitutes
tlie most Import nit element of social order."
A little latei hes.ns- - "Catholicism and king-
ship are twin principles, but. In regard to the
limits within which thev should bo confined In
order to restrain them from a too absolute de-

velopment. It is plain tint a prefaeeas succinct
as tlie present one should not become.i political
tieatlse " Co'iseiiueii'ly, he do-- s not enter Into
the icllglous or pollt'cal dissensions of tlie
relgu of I oiiis Philippe. Pur-'iln- g li.s

of faith, he savs "I am writing by
the light of two eternal truths, religion and
monarchy, wlii'di are proclaimed to . n.
dispensable bv eontemporaiy events, and
toivard which every writer of good sense
should endeavor to recall our country. With-
out being an enemy of the elective sv stem,
which 1 leganl as an evellont constituent
principle of law, oppo-- o It, considered as the
milu hne.al method; above all, when it Is as III

orginize I as it is l'or now. it does not
even represent an Imposing mlnority.llie Ideas
and luteiestsof wlihlia monarclilcil govern-
ment would be obliged to respect. Tlie elective
system uiiiveisillv applied leidf to govern-
ment by the masses, the onlv government that
Is irrsiiHible. and In which there nro no
hounds to Dranny ' Marling with these fun-

damental principles, llalae looked upon "the
family, and not the Individual, ns the true unit
of society " It Is scarcely ni edful to remind
the render that llalae knew little of thetheorr.

U

and less of the working, of American Institu-
tions,

Are Hslrao's novels, or any of them, essen-
tially Immoral ? Ietus hear their author on
that point : "ny copying tho whole of society,
and reproducing It In all Iti tumultuous agita-
tion, It must Inevitably result that a composi-
tion should exhibit more evil than good, and
that part of the fresco should represent a group
of guilty characters." It too often happens,
however, that the orltlo cries out against the
Immorality doploted In one corner of a canvas
without directing equal attention to the moral-
ity Inculcated by another part of the plcturo
Intended as a complete contrast to tho llrst.
Touching this tendency to a one-side- d view,
Dalzao observes that "the moat conscientious
moralists are extremely doubtful whether so-

ciety can show aa many good as bad no-

tions, but In the picture I havo drawn
of It there are moru virtuous than repre-
hensible characters. I have made all errors,
alns and crimes, from the most trilling to tho
most serious, meet with punishment, huinnn
or dlvlno, secret orpubllc. I havo dnno bettor
than the historian, for I nm freer thnn he " In
another passiso of the profnee ho says' "It
may be pormltted to mo to draw attention to
the many characters of Irreproachable vir-
tue In the published portions of my work:
Pierrette, I'rsule MlrouCt, Constance Illrot-tea-

La 1'osscuho, Tugtfnle Grandet, Mar-
guerite Clot's. Pauline de Vlllenolx, SInie.
Jules, Mmo, do la Chnnterle, Ere Chnrdon,
Mile d'l'.sgrlgnon. Mine, rirmlanl, Agatho
liougrt. Item'e de Maucombe: also many less
Important characters, who, though thrown Into
less conspicuous relief than those mentioned
above, offer the reader tho same example ot
dotnestlo virtue Do not Joseph Lob,i,

lienassls, the priest Bonnet, the doctor
Mlnoret, Pillerault. David SVchard. the two

the priest t haperon. Judge Poplnot.
llourgeat. the Sauvlats, tho Tnscheroiis nnd
many others rosolve tho difficult literary prob-lo-

of making a virtuous character Interest-
ing?"

III.
Having determined to make his canvas

commensurate with tho whole social organiza-
tion of France, explored from tho top to tho
bottom, lialzac natuiallv proceeded to divide
and classify his subject. He decided to dis-
tribute his work Into scenes of private life, of
provincial life, of Parisian life, of political life,
of military life, of country life. In thehoslx
groups were to be collected all the studies of
manners and morals that were to make up tlie
general history of society. Tho six groups cor-
respond to genornl Ideas; that Is to snv. the
scenes of private life represent childhood and
youth, with tho fallings pecullnr to those two
periods of human existence; the scents of
provincial life delineate the age ot passion, cal-

culation, and ambition, while the
scenes of Parisian life give a plcturo of tho
tastes, vices and all the unbridled tendencies
called Itito being by the cuonis peculiar to a
great capital la which the extremes of good
and evil meet, l'ach of those three groups has
Its local color. Not only men and women, but
also the chief events of life are expressed by
types linlzac points out that "there are situ-
ations and typical phases repiesentsd In every
individual existence, and I have tried to be
especially exact In this branch ot my sub-
ject." He has also endeavored, ho says, to give
anldeaot the different parts of his beautiful
country. " My work has Its geography as well
as Its genealogy and Its families, its places and
its things, Its peoplo and Its facts ; as It has Its
heraldry. Its nobles and Its bourgeois, its arti-
sans and Its peasants, its politicians, its dan-
dles and Its army In fact, a whole world of
Its own "

After hav lug portrayed soclsl life In the three
groups mentioned, It still romalned for Dalzao
to describe tlie exceptional existeneesthat ex-
emplify the Interests of sotnn or all of those who
are. In any respect, outside of the ordinary
laws of life. Hence tlio scenes of political life.
Then again, having completed avast photo-
graph of society at peace, was not he called
upon to represent It also in a state of warfare,
bursting its bounds for defense or conquest?
Hence the scenes of mlllturv life Finally, the
scenes of country life represent the evening of
the long day. If the social drama may be de-

scribed In terms of time. In this d

group aro to be found the purest characters
limned by tho author, and th application of
the great principles of order, wisdom, and
morullty

.Such is the foundation of tragedy and comedy
that underlies tlie " philosophic stiidles"whlch
constitute tho second part of tlie Human Com-
edy, and In which thcbociul means to every
end were to be discussed and tho ravages of
thought and fentlnient Investigated The llrst
book of this series, "The Wild Ass's Skin,
connects the studies of manners and morals
with the philosophic studies by the link ot an
oriental fancy, in which life itsolf Is repre-
sented in a deadly struggle with desire, the
llrst principle of every passion lieiond the
philosophic studies were to conio tho analyti-
cal studies, of which but ono was completed,
to wit, "The Phjsiology of Marriage." Still
later linlac meant to add three other works of
the same general character, namely, "The
Pathologv of Social Life." next "Tho natomy
of I'niversltles." and then the "Monograph of
Virtue " After thus outlining Ins monumental
purpose, IIiiIiicn.'dh "Un seeing all that there
remains for me to do, some one may say of mo
whnt my publishers said, 'May God grant you
along life'"' Ho had. as wo have said, but
eight ears to live.

Having indicated what lialzac essayed to do,
let us. before glancing at hla achievement In
detail, recall the main incidents of his rela-
tively short llfo Ile was the son ot a lawyer
who. at the llmoof his birth, held office under
the DlreclorylntheConimlssnriat Hewnssont
at an early age from his homo in Toms to the
collego at Vendome, where lio neglected the
studies nnd the sports of childhood to burv
himself In mvstic books and reveries He has
recounted the story of his school das in
"Louis Lambert." and told us how he com-
posed a "Theory of tlie Will," which was to
complete the works of Mesmer. I.avater. Gall
nnd Dichat This treatise was burned by one
of his schoolmasters, and Ilalzae, whoso
consequent dtapondeney Impaired his health
was sent home, The noxt stage in his educa-
tion was a course of study at tlie Korbonne,
after which he attended lectmes on law, and
In tho oillces of attorneys and notaries picked
up tho knowledgoof chicanery, which he was
to exhibit so freol In Ills novels He refused
to become n notary, nnd did not complain
when he was placed upon short allowance to
convlnco htm that he could not succeed In
literatuio No one recognized more clearly
than ho did that his llrst literary ventures
vvero failures. He disavowed all of them later,
nnd fnrbtulo their lepiibllcntlon. Tho ten

ears of toll and poverty which succeeded his
recoil t ot his Inw diploma nro described In
"I.iclno Cone" in "Tho Wild Ass's skin,"
and In a series of letters to his sister.
Mine de Survllle, wlilcli have been preseived.
Among the niunydospeiatn methods of making
a livelihood that he ess,i)ed was the role of
solicitor for subscriptions to books: his

In tins direction Is described In "Tho
Illustrious (j.iudissart " Like JInrk Twain, ho
bee mm a pnblishet, and. like Mark Twain, ho
f.ii'ed Then he became ,i tvpcloundor and
printer, but In tills venture, also, lie was un-

successful. During a large pirt ot the third
decide of Ins life he found that "three sous
for bread, two for milk and tlnee for llrewood"
would Bufllco to keep him alive while he de.
vouted looks In a public library, copied out
his notes at night, mid wandered for hours
among the scenes of nocturnul Pari. Thiough
Ills business uiiderlaklngs he accumiila'ed a
load of debts which neighed on linn nlino-- t
to the end of his life To pay those debts he
worked as hard as did Walter Scott after
the failure of tlie Intiei's publlshor. When
Ilal.ne finally made up his mind that If
ho wished to succeed ho must concentrate
hlseneigles upon writing only, Ills industry
an l pioductlveness were extraordinary. His
custom wns to dine at .1 P M , to sleep until 1 1

or 1'.' and then to arise and work until abont ll
In the morning. If he did not work he would
pace his room nil night planning some future
book and arranging the method of Its execu- -

tlon In detail. In ten years ho produced fifty-fo-

volumes. Altogether he wrote ninety-ove- n

novels. The first drafts were some-
times composed as rapidly as Bcott's. He tells
his sister that " The Old Maid" was written In
three nights, and that tho first fifty sheets of
"Lost Illusions" were comploted In throe
days. He spent far more time thnn did Scott,
however, on tho correction of his copy. In this
respect he may be compnred with Pope. One
ot his publishers has testified flint he was In
the habit of rovulng his proofshcets ten or a
dozen times. He would sometimes spend nn
hour In search of ono right word, nnd there
nre pages otitis In which, as In the pages of
Flaubert, the French language Is tortured In
order to compel It to ylold tho maximum of ex-
pression In the smallest compass.

IV.
Wo may now take up tho several groups and

most of tho novels composing them In tho
ordor which the author gavo them In his flnnl
clossiilcatlon Thellrstgroup.entltled "Paris-
ian Liie."lucludes "Splendors nnd Miseries,"
"Cousin Ilette,""C'ousln Pons." "Orssr lllrot-tea- u.

'"Tho Housool Nnclngen." with which
arn bound In tho same volume the "Secrets of
La Prlncesse de Codlgnnn." "Sarrolne,"
"Faclno Cane." "A Man of Business" and
"The Involuntary Comedians," Another vo-
lume belonging to the snme group contains
"Tho Civil Service" nnd "A Prince of Bohe-
mia:" still another. "The Chlof of the Ilovo-rants- "

and "La Duchesso de Lntigesls "
Finally, two volumes are required for "The
Petty Ilourgeol8."
,"fiploni'ors and Miseries." which begins the

Edition tirjimlnr. Is really n sequel of "Lost
Illusions," which was placed by Balzac In an-

other group. Tho story tortras the lost
pluses of the career of "A Great Mnn of tlm
Provinces In Paris," and thoroughly justifies
tho nuthor's claim t lint he has made all errors,
sins and crimes, frrun tho most trilling to the
most serious, meet with punishment, human
or dlvlno. secret or publlo It Is Impossible to
feel much sympathy for tlie hero, nnd It Is
equally Impossible not to follow him through
tho vicissitudes of his short life with
poignant interest Tho passions that move
most of the characters In this book
aro the Intense desire of boundless
wealth, of luxurv, and of social distinction.
Among his numerous productions, Balzac
himself hesitated whether to award tho palm
to "Splendors and Mlseiles" or to the second
novel in this croup. "Cousin Hette." which

on tho one hand the tremendous power
for evil doing evolved through tho

Incident to n cellbato state, and. on the
other hand, tho havoc wrought in n respectable
household through Indulgence In tlm sexual
appetite prolonged beyond the limits or old
ngc " Cousin Pons," which to Ilourget seems
the author's iiinsterple.'e. was, as It happened,
the last novel penned by Balzne when be was
about to be attacked'hy that disease of

whlcli was destined to prove fatal. It is
an account of the Illness of nn old musi-
cian and collector of curios who wns eared
for by a devoted friend and despoiled
by a vast conspiracy of rival lovers
of covetous business men nnd
coriupt servants. In Its pages n 111 lie found
some curious notes on Germany and the Ger-
mans, which nro doubtless read with zest by
Parisians at tho present time. No reader of
this book would guess from Internal evidence
that Its author had already written nearly a
hundred works of fiction He was not n man
who could ever write himself out. for he was
Incessantly assimilating new materials and
evolving fiom them new Idea Almo-tove-

page of "Cousin Pons" Is charged with
reflections and theories One per-

ceives not only that tlie uuthor Is in nowise
exhausted, hut also t lint he Is not liuslwnding
himself for a future work. but. on thecoiilrary.
Is dispensing with a free hand tho best fruit-
age of lils experience. There aro those who
think "Ciesar Blrotteau" unsurpassed for
a realism whlcli Is nt onco photographic
and sympathetic This Is the story of uu up-
right Paris tradesman who becomes a bank-
rupt, but who, ultimately, succeeds in paying
his creditors in full Wo see dim In hi hour
of bourgeois glory. In his long pei tod uf eclipse
and shame and in Ills brier moment of rehabil-
itation. The whole mechanism of retail trade
and of the laws regulating the paiment of
commercial debts Is here minutely set forth,
yet so Intimately Is tho exiositlon associated
with the hero's fottunes that tho digressions
never wearv It is types of the commercial
class which are delineated In "The Pett
Bourgeois, " also, though thecanvns here Is
larger and contains a greater number of
figures. Although this Is ono of the longest
stories penned ti Balzac, It contains relatively
tew episodes. All Is movement, incident
and dialogue. In the two volumes al-
lotted to it the authoi's heller that
wrongdoing is certain to meet with retribution
In tills world is Impressively supported. "Tho
Civil .service" seems, at first sight, nn unprom-
ising subject for n novel, but Balzac not only
succeeds In Interesting us In his characters,
but ho brings out In the strongest e the
causes of the mediocrity of tho French ad-
ministration, a mediocrity which Is quite as
pervasive in our day as It was in his lie
shows that, in the French bureaucracy, tlm
eleik is occupied solelv in maintaining him-sei- r.

in keeping or bettering his position and
in obtaining his paj He never gives a
thought to Improvements in admlnlstiat vo
methods or to tho welfare ot his country.
A superior mnii can with difficulty walk
along tho tortuous paths or tho bu-
reaucracy, bow. ei Inge and slide in tho
mlro. Tlie sudden appearance of a truly
roniarl.able mind would frighten everybody.
Tlie fact that (lovernmeiii ufllclals are com-
posed almost exclusively of men of small in-

tellects constitutes a grave obstacle to tho
prosporltyof the country Ilalnc eompaies
the Intrigues that are hatched among petl)
officeholders to thoso whlcli take placo In the
seraglio between the eunuchs, tho women and
tho Imbecile Sultan, orto tho little quarrels of
nuns full of secret vexations, orto meancollego
tyrannies The spectacle ot thoso intrigues,
ho says, resembles the jumping ot fleas har-
nessed to a pistebonrd cart, rndoiihtedly
there are exception in tho rank and fllo ot the
civil service. There nro sonio men who are
really useful, but the real workers nre victims
of the parasites Sooner or later all theclerks
of the departments (lnd themselves In the con-

dition ot wheels screwed on ton machine, tho
only variation of tholr lot Is to be nioic or less
oiled. This conviction, which Is finally driven
homo to them, stifles the disclosures which
they might innko leganllng the secret evilsof
the administration, disarms courage nnd cor
rufits thoso who began with the strictest re-
gard tor honesty, fatigued as thev are liv In-

justice and impelled to carelessness by de-

structive ennui Tlie stories respectively enti-
tled "Ferragu, Chief of tho Devornnts," and
"La Duchesso do Lingeais"nro coupled In n
volume which bears tlie general title of "Ills,
tory of the Thliteen " There were, according
to Ilalzae, brought together under the Lmnire
and In Paris thirteen men, all equally possessed
by the same sentiment, all o them endowed
with sufficient force to remain constant to one
Idea. sufficiently honorable not to betrn) one
another, own when their Indivlduil Interests
conllleted. sufficiently politic to conceal the ties
vvhi' ll united tlieiii.suniclcntlvstioiigto main-
tain themselves above nil law, courageous
enough to undertake anything and fortunate
enough to have succeeded almost Hlvvnvs In
their designs Ultimately tlm compact vvh eh
gave them an almost superhuman force tlnnuzti
combination was rescinded, and they quietly
returned to tho yoke of the civil law, as Mor-

gan, the liuccaneei, eventually transformed
himself fiom a detroyei Into a peaceful colon-
ist, disposing without icinor-- e bv the light nt
bin own ilrcsldo of the millions gathered In
blood and lire The story of " La Duchesso de
Langeals" Is told with great power and pathos
F.speclally moving Is the scene where ho that
loves her meet herln the commit w herein sho
has taken the vows, and tragical Is liertortured
cry to the Mother Superior "This man is my
lover'"

V.

The group ol " Scenes from Private Life"
comprehends a volume containing "The Cat

-- r r ,rr'.iT. tf

and Ttacquot." with aome other short stories:
"The Memoirs of Two Young Wives:" "Mo-dest- e

Mlgnon;" "Tho Stnrt In Life," with
which are hound "Mmo Flrmlanl"and "The
Atheist's Mass:" "Albert Hnvnrus" and 'A
Daughter of Eve:" "Tho Marriage Contraot"
and "Gobseok;" "A Woman of Thirty" and
"The Deserted Mistress :' "Honorlr.e" nnd
"Col. Chabert;" "Ilcntrlxs" "A Doublo Fam- -'

ilrs" "Tho Peace of the Household" and "A
Study of Woman." nnd. finally, " Pere Oorlot "

" The Cat nnd Ilaequet." although ostensibly
a short story, has nil tho mnchlnery, all the
Intorest and all the detail of n novel. The dif-
ference Is that It la compressed as only ilalzae
could compress: that hcroiind thero Important
events and changes aro indicated In n fow pow-
erful lines Instead of being elaborated, nnd
that tho vital points am thrown Into strong
relief lu "The Memoirs ot Two Young
Wives " lialzac oxenipllfles a theory that tho
marrl.igo of convenience, properly regarded,
Is preferable ton marriage contracted simply
from love He undertakes to mnko good tho
paradox by contrasting tho careers of two
young girls who have been fellow stndontsat n
convent One of them, an ardent and passion-- i
ate young woman, kills hor llrst husband, as sho
confossps, by hor perpetual jealousy and exa-

ctions, mourns his loss, then marries ngnln lor
love a second huband, lives with him for a
brier period In a droam of ecstasy, nnd then
kills herself from the mistaken belief that his
honrt had strayed from her Her friend, on
the other hand, dutifully weds to please her
parcnts.cnlculate beforehand how many ehll- -

drcn she shall have nnd how they shall be
trained. Insists Hint the marriage shall bo
merol) a nominal contract till she and her hus-
band find themselves united In heart, and
finally sees all her brightest visions realized.
The effect ot the attempt to justify
the French theory of marriage Is sjnio-wli-

impaired, however, bv the fact that
the exemplar of filial duty and of the
conventional vvlfo reappears in another
story, and fulls desperately In love with a

i man not her husband. In tho lltorary work-
manship of this novel Balzac is seen at his
best Tho other long novels In this group
aro "Modosto Mlgnon." " Beatrix," "A Woman
of Thirty" and "Le PAre Gorlot " Tho pur-pos- o

of "Modesto Mlgnon "Is to explore and
delineate tho dellcato iiivstorles of n young
girl's mind. In the heroine o( tills look, as In
"F.ugnle Grandet." the tremulous vibrations
of llrst love in the heart of a young nnd d

woman form the subject of tho nuthor's
studies. Tlm growth oT a scarcely acknowl-
edged sentiment whlcli gradually expand Into
a passion, ami which Is absolutely tree rrom
auy tnlnt ot sensuality. Is nnalved with con-
summate skill. The scene mid Incidents are
homely, but out of them Balzac has woven n
bright mid sparkling story, full of vitnllz.lng
Power, and showing an elasticity In creative
processes which may be well viewed wltli envy
by other writers ot domestic fiction. Tho
scene of " Boatrlx," like that of sovernl o( Bal-

zac's novels. Is laid In lirittnny, wliero tho
moral archieologist who studies men Instend
of rocks may And a relleelloii of the age of
Wiis XIV., or of still more ancient periods
Most of the Breton towns have fallen from
some pinnacle of splendor whereof historians
do not speak, being sedulous about dates and
facts rather than niantiers. but whereof tho
memory still lives in the heart or tholr Inhab-
itants whose national character precludes

of mntleis concerning their native
province. A tvplcnl young Breton noble who
hns never loft his n.itlvo town is brought
Into Intlmile nssociitioii with two Parisian
women, and the novel records thoouteomoof
bis intellectual nnd spiritual education Ono
ot the fenilnlue portialts Is that of Mile de
Touches, who by some porsons hns beep mis-
takenly supposed to have been Intended Id tlie
author (or George Sand It Is In "A Woman or
Thirty" that Balic propounds his celebrated
thesis that a woman Is at her best between
.'III and 4."). He miiiutuincd that a woman's real
tacedoesnot begin to show until she Is MO.

Up to Hint age the painter llnds in a woninu's
countenance only the ssmo hades of pink ami
white, smiles and expression tlint repent tlie
same thought, an unvarying thought that has
po depth: whereas at a riper period everything
about a woman speaks; the passions are graven
upon her features Then, again, an unmarried
girl has too mnuy Illusions, Is too inexperi-
enced, nnd her sox Is too much of nn accom
pliee In her love torn young man to be flattered
thereby On the other hand, an older woman
knows the whole siorvof the sacrifices tube
made. Where the former Is Impellod by curi-
osity, by fniuiiiiitlniis unconnected with those
of love, the latter obeys a conscientious sentl-inc-

Tho former yields, the latter cliooso
Is not. asks Balzac, to be the object of ex-
port choice u most Differing thing? Armed
wltli knowledge that has almost always
been bought bv un happiness, the woman or ex-

pel fence seems, when she gives herself, to give
more than herself: while the joung girl, Igno-
rant and prejudiced, knowing nothing at all.
is unable to make nn eomp.ulsons or to ap-
preciate anything at its true value; nh cccepts
love mid studies It The one tinehcs u,

us nt an age when men love to submit
to guidance, when obedience Is a pleas,
ure; the other vvnnts to learn everything
herself, and I nrtb- -s here tlie other
Is ntTectlonate In a word, the woman
of thirty sntlslle eveiy craving, while
the young girl should satisfy none oi she Is not
a joung gltl at all As for the " Pere Goriot."
the last volume In the group entitled " Private
Lire." wo supposn that a mniorlty of Balzac's
readers would rale it at the head of all his
works. "Pf.ro Gorlot" is a modern Lear, and
Ills two daughters nro nineteenth century
counterparts of Kengnn and Gonerll There
are Frenchmen who do not hesitate to siy that
they would rather have written the novel thin
the play s regards rapid and consecutive
action, chainlike ilevebipment of p'ot. ills
tlnctness of chnracterlzatlnti and consum-
mate command of tho emotions, t h- - novel
Is undoubtedly a marvel. The keynote
of tho internnl affection to which Ins life
Is siicrilleed Is struck whop Pere Oorlot
says to a young friend " My whole lite lies
with those two girl. H they enjoy them-
selves nnd nro hnppy. It they are prettily
dressed and walk on colt carpet, what does It
innltor to mo how I am dress .r or how I s'eep
I am never colli If they are warm, nor in bad
spirits If they am gav I have no griefs lint
theirs I bear their vo'es everywhere, and a
single nnd look of theirs chills mv blood One
dav you will know what Iti tocnrenioro for
vour children's happiness than vour own I
cannot explain how It Is: It Is an Inward
instinct t tint spreads jov through youi whole
being. So I really live three llvi s Shall I tell
vou something very strange ' When I became a
father I nnderstood the nature of God. He
exists everywhere, since all creation proceeded
from Him. And so It Is wltli me and my
daughters, only I love my daughters better
than God love the wot Id, because the world is
not ho beautiful ns God, ami my doughters nre
moie beautiful than 1" Th re is, in truth,
something siibllmo about I'ero Goriot. He
demonstrates that true fooling net like an In-

spiration No matter how ordinary a man may
bent normal limes, yet when he gives oxprce-slo- n

Ion genuine nnd strong affection, he is
steeped lu nn Impalpable essence that alters
his countenance, animate hi gestures and
lend ii nrw Inflection mliis voice Amid the
common .iff ilrs of llfo P. re Goriot seems a
dullard, but under the stiess of paternal pas-
sion Im renches the highest eloquence of
thought. It not of language, nnd seems to Le
tr.iiisllguied

I.
In Hie croup to which B ilzac give the gen-er- il

caption ot Provlncnl Life In long " I'rsulo
Mlrouei," " La I! ibouilleuse," " Pierrette" and" I.eCuri1 deTour," " F.ugeiile drnndet." "The
l.llvof the Valley, ' Lost Illusions ' and two
ntlmr volumes which contain a nnmborof short
stories. " I'rsule Mlrouei ' a smry ot life in
the inall piovlneinl city of Nemours and of tho
desperate struggle set on toot bv a number of
bourgeois heirs to deprive an amiable young
girl o' the estate Intended for her by her guar-
dian, an old physician There is no figure on
llalzac's canvas more flowerllkn and winsome
than t).i ofLrsule, and it Is with the keenest

ll

atlsfaotlon that we aee her, at last, triumph
over her enemies. Nor was thli tho young
girl's only victory. Hor aged guardian, n con-

firmed freethinker, became a Christian before
he died, converted by her. not with arguments,
but through tho touching speetaclo of her dally
IKo. " Pierrette" Is a household tragedy,
aome of the details of which aro Indoscrlb-abl- y

painful. Ono might almost doscrlbo
Has the crucifixion of a gontlo nnd Innocent
child. Transplanted like a blossom from its
nntlve soil, the artless nnd light-hearte- d Pier-

rette Is sent from Brittany to become an
and eventually detested charge upon

somo sordld-mlnde- d cousins In the little town

of Provlns. In Champagne She withers and
fndes under tho harsh conditions of hor now

environment, and finally sucoumb to the bru-

tality o( her relatives. Incidentally nte de-

pleted tho strugglosot two shopkecpors. who
have nmoscd a llttlo tortuno lu Paris, to gain n

foothold among the bourgeoisie o( their nntlvo
town Another struggle tor nn Inheritance Is

recounted In "La llnboilllleitae." Hero It can- -

not be said thnl virtue triumph, for.
tho original conspirators nre foiled, the

fortune fnlls to one of tho most oxecrnble tvpes
sketched by llnlzao. a mnn whoso only merit
Is brute courage. The sene of justice Is not
satisfied until he Is deprived of most of Ills

gnlns. and Is hacked to pieces In a skir-
mish with the Arabs In Algorln. "I'.ugonlo
Grandet" Is a companion plcturo to " Modesto
Mlgnon.' with tills exception, that It ends
sadly. It Is the story of n young woman nobly
constituted to perform the duties ot wltennd
mother, but who was to havo nolther husband
nor children. Chance plays a decisive rule In
this novel, nnd the reader of Ilalzae iv III recall
how much stress he lavs on tho effector acci-

dent In human affairs. In "TheLllyof the
Valley" we witness tho sufferings of a young
mnrrlod woman who was not onlvcaptlvntlng,
tender and passionate, but virtuous. Although
most unhappily married, she remained faith-
ful to her husband. In tho struggle between
love and duty she perished, and preferred to
die ot regiet rather than of remorse. Tin)
Impression produced by herangellonatiifo was
never effaced. He Hint loved her wrolo of It
long afterwurd: "There ure people whom we
bury in tho ground, but there aro some more
particularly beloved whoso shroud Is our
heart, whoso memory mingles every day with
our Inmost being: we think ot them as we
breathe They are in us b) means of the mild
law of n transmutation peeuliarto love A soul
is within my soul. Whenever I do some good
deed, whenover I say a kind wotd, It Is thl
soul that speaks, that acts: all that I may havo
of good In me emanates fiom this tomb ns tlie
fragrance of a III) scents the air " In the three
voliimo collectively entitled "Lost Illusions,"
the scene is llrst laid In Angouleme, and I

then shifted to pat In, n hither a gie.it man ot
the provincial town goes In tho hope ot re-

nown and fortune to encounter disenelinnt-men- t
and disgrace In the llrst pari the char-

acter of I.ueien Chardon. ultimate!) to call
himself "de lltihenipri1." Is contrasted with
that of hi brottiei-ln-ln- David, n pathetic
example of the struggling Inventor Tim
seamy side of law In the provinces Is disclosed
wltli Inimitable vividness, and I here are also
vivacious pictures of Angouleme arlstociatle
circles Another striking contrast Is presented
In that part of the book which deal wltli
I.uelen's first career In Paris, thnt. namely, be-

tween n noble-minde- d group of writers and
artists who prefer studious poverty to any e

of pro'dty or high Ideals on tlie one
hand, and. on the other, tho environment of
gorceous vice Into which l.uclen penetrates,
and amid which he soon loses hi slender slock
of principles. Iifty. benntlfiilor pathetic faces
redeem tlm ugliness nml ineimne-- k that nil
much of the canvas As we tollow I.uelen's
downward steps, we seem to recognize the In-

exorable laws of rale exeniplilled In a One';
tragedy. He Is as Inextricably caught In the
colls ot his destiny as are I.aneodn nnd his
sons in tlie serpent-.- ' convolutions.

MI.
We come now to tlie novels which the author

classlflod as "Scenes of Military and Political
Life " The group begins with "The Chouans,"
which, as regards date of niitlioishlp. Is the
earliest ot Ilnl.ic's works Included In the

HPimlirr It depicts the last upiisliig of
the BoynllstH in lliitiaiiv.tli.it which took pi ico
In 170). Victor Hugo has tre.iteii a imllui
theme in "'in " But tlie Involution ha grown
inlhlor since the lull Thormldor. and. In the
histdavof Iho Directory, w'.is. appaient')'. in
no condition to withstand its rorcl :n foes.
especially should these be aided bv a new up-
rising in tlie West Balzac's di seilptlrn ot 'he
state or things liu rural llritlmi) In IT'.i'.i re-

mained true for main years thereafter Tlie
pceiill.ircoiiforiiiatlon of tlie country and tlm
superstition of tlie Inhabitants excluded all
possibility of the agglomeration of Individuals
In large towns and of the advantages to be de-
rived from theeoiiinailsou nml interchange ot
ideas There were not t ven anv villages The
precarious structure that pissed fo houses
were wlilclv scattered over the country l'.ach
family dwelt In its ovii house as in a desert
The only "oclal gatherings were the ephemeral
ones thai took plucnt the inrlsh church on
Sundays nnd liolv days. Il was In obedience
to the voice of the priests that thousand of
the peasants rose against the icpuhlic But
they vvereinc.ipibldof oimnlzel lighting, nml,
whereas in the eail'cr struggle La Vendue had
turned brigandage into war. Buttaiiv now
turned wiir into brigandage Tim banishment
of tlie iirinces.md thooverthro v of the n --

olio religion were to the Chouan lu 17n
nothing more than pietext for pillage,
anil tho incidents of the Inteinecliie con-
test portrayed by Balzac are inirked In' the
rough the I,.. i customs. "A Dark
Affair." the scene of which is laid In 1SIKI lu tlm
province of Champ igne. is an account of tlm
mysterious ah luction of a Senator, which was
tlie outcome ot a complicated politlc.il plot, aid
led to the execution of an Inno cnl man The
heroine, Mile doClnq-Cygn- Is n young woman
ot extraordinary strength of character, and
Mlchii, her devoted servant, who becomes the
victim of llieconspli, icy organized by the agent
ot louche, leaves a lasting Impression on the
mind "Mine de la Cl.anterm" is one of the
books In which Balzac's respect for the Chris-
tian religion I most vividlv nltosled. A little
knot ot human beings, who have cruelly suf-
fered fiom Hie shocks of Hie devolution, Inve
sought oblivion of their private sorrows In tlm
development of .1 lirothcihood of consolation,
over which Mine ib- - In hanterle pieshled
The membeis of this brotherhood hnve
thrown all their properly into a common
fund, whlcli Is expended In works of char-
ity Tho slory culminates In tlie rescue of tho
man who, at an earlier opoeh, had been chiefly
chargeable with the judicial murder of the
daughter of Ills benefactress. The purpose of
"Tlie Deputy from Arcls"was to exhibit the
working of the electoral machinery of IHj!)
nnd tlm political Intrigues provoked by It In a
small provincial town It should be noted that
only the first part of this Rtorv, a It Is pub-
lished In the Edition iMlmtite, Ik from Balzac's
pen The rest of It wns wrlllon by Charles
Ilabon. ami publisluil as a serial, two years
after BarVae's death. In . 'oilititiiiiiel

"The Country Doctor. Die Village Cure"
and "The Peasants" belong lu tlm category
of "Scenes o( Country Life " In "The Coun-
try Doctor" a man of Intellect, Integrity ninl
Imagination seeks relief from disillusion and
despoir lu giving health, comfort and pros,
peritv to the destitute and degenerate Inhabi-
tants ot nn Isolated and nrldeountr) sldo Thl
is one of tlm novel in which llalae Is at pains
to propound his political views When wo bear
in inlinl Hint tho following words were penned
nearly seventy years ago, and recall the subse-
quent history of Franco, we must recognize
tbem ns amazingly prophetic "Universal
suffrage, which Is demanded y by
those belonging to tho Opposition which
I called constitutional, wa an excellent prin-
cipled the Ihurch, because the Individuals
within It were all disciplined

religious sentiment, imbued wltli tho
sunn system, knowing very well what thoy
wished nnd whither they were going Hut tho
triumph of the Ideas In aid of which modern
liberalism imprudently makes wnron the pros-pero-

government of the Bourbons would be J

the ruin of Franco and of the Llborals then. 1
selves. The chiefs of the Left know It s., I
For them, this contest Is a simple qu. I
tlon of power. If. which Ood forbid th,
bourgeoisie under tho banners ot t

Opposition, should aucceed In beat ng I
down the social superiorities ag,vnt II
which their vanity protests, this trlim.it,
would be Immediately followod by n cornet
sustained by the bourgeoisie against the po i.
pie, which later would see In them a sort of . ,.
blllty, rather mean. It Is true, but of which hs
fortunes and the privileges would be to them
all tho moreodlousthattheyfelt them somu-t- i
the nonrer themselves. In this combat ).
clety, I do not say th" nation, would per'si
again, becnuscthn triumph alwnys mom .
tnry of tho suffering mneses Implies the grat,
est disorders. This combat would be furl us,
without truce, for It would arise from the It.
cord. Instinctive or acquired, betwnentho ei'.
tors, or wnomthe portion tho least enlighten!
but the most numerous would get tho better
of their social superiors undor n svtom In
which suffrage count and nre not weighed '
A little later. In the snmo book, wo read;
"Abolish the peerage, all the wealthy clnsn
becomo privileged: Instend ofnhundredpr --

llegcd pcrons. you will havo lO.OOOof Ihetn,
I and vou will have enlnrged tho wound ot soc'sl

Inequalities. In tact, for tho common peir
the power of living without worklngconstltutcs
of Itselta orlvlloge. In their cyss he whoo i - I
sumo without producing Is a spoiler. 'Ihr '

Insist upon visible works nnd take no account
of Intellectual productions, although the- -i '

most enrich them. Therefore. In multiplying
the Irritations, you oxtend tho combat to all
polntsot tho social body Instead ot restraining
It within a narrow circle. When the attic
and the resistance nro general, tho ruin of a
country Is Imminent. Thero will always ts
fewer rich tlrim poor: honco tho victory will be
to the latter a soon as tho contest becomes i
a physical one " ;

In "The Vlllago Curd " n woman, for lov of
whom a man has committed murder nnd hns
kept her secret, strives to prove repentance by
reclaiming a vast tract of waste land around
her chateau, and by offering employment and
encourngomeiit to ninultltude of herfellow lie.
Ings. Tho poi trait of the heroine, Veronlque,
Is one of the most riioful In Balzac's gallery, and I

thero no more affecting Incident than hr ',

ileathbed confession. "Tho Peasants" Is ons '

ot the longest ol Balzac's compositions, nnd It v

should be, undoubtedly, ranked among the f

nnest. Ile had mado a profound study of the I

effects produced by the agrarian changes In- -
cldent to the Itevolutlon upon tho agriculturists
In the provinces of Frnnco most distant from
the capital, nnd lu thin novel he has woven out
of those observations tho picture of a subterra- -

neon but feroeloussoeialwarorganlzedagntnst A

a large landed proprietor by the earth- - ',

hunger of tlie ponsants on the ono
hand and the rapacity of middle-clan- s

capitalists on the other. This story Is no mere
romance, for It Is, nt times, transformed Into
profound political treatiso by the depth and J
acumen of tho author's comments and sug- -
gcstlouB. Ile, himself, avows that the. aim ot
this book was to enlighten, not the legislature f
ot but the legislature otto-morro- lis IL
prophesied Hint the peasant, "that Indetatlga- -
ble sapper, that rodent whosubdlvides and par- - J
eels out the I mil anil cut an acre into a hun- - '

dred bits, Hint nnti-snei- elomont created by
the Involution," would, somo day. absorb the
bouigcolsln as the bourgeoisie had devoured
the nubility.

VIII.
With "The Wild Ass's Skin" ("Pout de

begins the series ot "Philosophic and
Analytic Studies" whlcli tho nuthor did not
live to complete. No reader ot this powerful
allegory will deny that Balzno is a moral 11

teacher. It Inculcates the truth that In life 8
we must pay for ever: excess Hint wo commit;
that what vvc sow. Hint also, even In this
short life, shall we tea p. Among tho remark-
able features of this book Is the detailed

of an mitiquar.aii'H collection of curi-
osities, some ot them transmitted from th
times of.ihe Pharaoh; a description which 'i

leaves upon the inlinl an Impression ot one's i

Indivlduil pettiness, not unlike, that pro- - J
iluced by the study ot geology. Tho brev- - j

Ity ot man's vvrltton history, contrasted 1

with the geological record, could not bo 1

brought out inoro forcibly In our own day
of riper knowledge than It wns by Balzac In
lM'tl ' s you trace," lio savs. "rrom cutting
to cutting, from layer to layer, beneath the

I uarries of Mont mart re or among the slate de- -l

l's or the lr.il. the discoveries o( anlmnli
who.e losslll'ed remain bc'ong lo antedilu-
vian civilizations, the soul Is nghast at the
glimpse or the thousands of millions of yenrB.
or the thou-nin- ls of millions of people whom
feeble hiimon menior) and whom even divine '

traditions have forgot i n. but whoso iihe.heaped upon the surface of our globe, foiin
the two feet of enith which vlehl us bread and
ilovveis " A little later he goes nn "Ateiin- - j

iiuiiicinblo driiii-lle- s of cignntia creatures, . I

alt. i luces nf .ml elms of mol- - ll
usks. the Ii imaii i.ie.. npp. ars at last. J,
I lies,, piiuv men. bom vestmday, nre nb.)
tooverstllili.cll.ios.ti, hi nc , I 'I er, lies Ii Willi o'prino and to ev ike Hie past id the universe in a
sort oi relrogtesslve ilv iso lu pif.oiic.1or that terillym- - lesiirreeilon. tho crumb "flue whose iisiiiiiici is ci. inled to each or us intint nameless Iniliiituile common to a'l
sph-re- s, an I known lo us by the name of time -
that iiilliiin-im- nl mh..f lire is p, liable swonder, dished as we an- - under such a multi-
tude or wields in ruins, n( what use are ourglories, our hair. ds. om im.s, nnd if vvvought to adept iho Intnl. n . f life in ordor to
become ii i liit.iu fi,i. ,.f; iii the future Up.
rooted fiom lb.- pieseiit. .ve oi. iIimiI until ourvolet .'liters in,. sivs to us 'Mulnmn la com-te-s- o

replied th it he o p..ot oil monsieur ' "
In s, i.iphliu. ilm,,..ieof which Islaid in

.Virwav vie have tin. al quintessence
extracted fiom a pious siudv of Hi. writings of
Svve lenbo'g lnd I. Seraihi'a herself is ihnlaughter ; Svve ton Lint's cousin Mi outline of
Hie Swedish mvette's life I introduced luLgthfl
storv. am. his le'lumns doct me am expound- -
ednt leiijth Vi iihermeinni,,., I,. contributionto the t ln, .oidiic ind, in ilvnegroiip was "TheUllesl ol Hie l..o,ilto ' ill ills, the forthe one Miii.iiin-- i. troni which all others havebeen dei ived " A substance common to nil

rented thing-- , modllled lira single force, suchis.i pieeis,. in i ,. nrstclenient of the problem
Picsented by lie absolute." a problem whichthe hero of llnlic s novel undertakes to solve.His ep..-imeii- l. 'end him to boliove that theone "iibstmee w ill be discovered In an elementcommon to tlm three gases (oxygen, hydrogen
an ; nitrogen' mnleirbon Ttmsinglomedluin.
Im believed, would li detected In the elementcommon to lositlve and negative electricity.
He who should lie able to Hud this one sub- -
stance and tills single medium would unriddlethe supreme secret nt all the icstiM produced
by nature 1'erhnp never were phyloil re.searenes of an alchenilstle order pursued In an
environment more .ipptopnate and nttrnc- -
I ve than mat which is depicted In this story.
It is in a lovely obi mansion nt Doual. a ma- - jleipl, ,.,. ,,f tlm I lenil-- h architecture of the
sixte; mil eeiitnrv. nmld nntlqne furniture and Spriceless painting., tbst the quest far tho ah- - Jsolute Is proseeuieil. Thron Hi tory runs 1aeiuis'nnf struggle between the Intellect nnd JULthe affections, between Hmduties fif a husbandand father ninl a seluiitUt'a recognition of hitduty to mankind.

IX.
Ill this hurried survey of tho romnlir

have been forced to confine ourtclvei
nlracst exclusively to novels of a considerable,
length. Bnlzieirleilliishnndqulion frequent-Iv- .

and with equal success, nt the novelette.Maupassant Is as truly ,R ,,n n tll9 nM ,,,
the short story a- - nre Flaubert nnd Ilourget his
disciples in tho domain of the extended novel.
Wo should have beep Kni toliidlentn the preg-
nant purpose. drt construction and Inimitable
finish of some of Balzac's novelettes Hut thespace at our disposal and a render's patience
have thelrliinils It mny be, bower.,, n0f r.
relevnnt to say that, beforo presuming to offer
even a cursory review, we were careful to

almost every w ord of tho t'ditionDrfinitn:
Ot the delight. Illiiniliintlon. stimulus nnd aderivable Irom suoimn experience w

ii'M" 1,lvl'i', 'l''"'IV"t,r' Klv.ionlyt, civnt nnd run tone back over tliolinmetis.expanse a student of inu-- t
n'i'T"rc".,H 'i'1"! ",nlly. repress ,, feeling f
n..w?',R.;i' '" truth, spectator ofmeant to show va'scope ant. Hi." measureless variety"" tlm

"'V" "''Hitr.xsrliVt ITeauwhatelar.i Is .im, n n nnture. whn IiHa z..ic has not detect.., , piotrayed: whatugliness, what inennimss, whnt Iescaped his scalpel ' Vv ,,at phoso a "fa.ein"
tlon. however evanescent, has been "it uwhat cranny, stuffed with things
mis or hateful, has ,o ft nnv s whs'j
L1l"iLl'iaTi",en n'""led:whnt height

supreme novelet of thowe leave him in his splendid solitude cenlurr . w
m. w. a. f
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